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ANNUAL 

REPORT 

of  the 


Medical  Officer 
of  Healtli 


FOR  TME  YEAR  1948 


BARNARD  CASTLE  RURAL  DJSTRICT 

COUNCIL 


TTealtli  Dei)ar1nipnt, 

48,  (ial^ate, 

Barn  a I'd  Castle. 


Mr.  Cliainiiaii.  liadies  and  Grentleinen, 

1 l)ej.>:  to  jireseut  iny  Annual  Beport  foi'  the  yc'ai'  1!)4(S. 

On  Jidy  oth  the  new  Xational  Health  vServices  Act  came 
into  o])eration.  X ndei'  this  Act  responsihility  tor  the  ])rovision 
of  an  amhulance  seivice  and  toi'  the  caiiyiny  out  of  diphtliei'ia 
immunisation  and  vaccination  a<i-ainst  smallpox  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  County  Council.  The  i)i’o])osed  schemes  for  this 
area  were  placed  before  the  Council  foi-  their  consideration.  At 
the  same  time  a scheme  was  adopted  by  the  Coiinty  Council  foi' 
the  appointment  of  Health  sidi-t 'ommittees  to  exei'cise  cei  tain 
functions  of  the  t'ounty  Health  ('ommittee.  Six  members  of 
the  Council  are  members  of  the  sub-committee  ft)r  this  area 
which  includes  the  Urban  District  of  Barnard  Castle. 

The  revised  list  of  applicants  shows  there  are  still  over 
three  hundred  families  waitinp'  to  be  re-housed,  but  takinp'  into 
consideration  the  limitations  ])laced  on  housing  ])roprammes  at 
a national  level,  I think  that  satisfactoiy  propress  has  been 
made  during  the  year. 

There  is  a need  for  imjirovement  in  many  of  the  CounciTs 
sewage  works  which  are  in  a bad  state  of  re]iair.  1 know  that 
the  members  of  the  Council  are  fully  alive  to  this  and  schemes 
have  already  been  brought  forward.  I hope  at  the  same  time 
they  will  bear  in  mind  the  need  to  reduce  the  large  number  of 
ash  closets  in  the  area.  As  1 pointed  out  in  m\-  last  report  they 
are  potential  disease-spreaders,  particularly  wluui  Hies  are  jire- 
valent  in  the  summer  months. 

There  was  a fall  in  the  birth  rati*  tor  this  year  and  this 
coincides  with  a similar  trend  throughout  the  country.  There 
was  also  a fall  in  the  death  rate  due  to  tin*  fact  that  the 
Begistrar-rieneral  now  gives  a higher  ('stimale  of  the  total 
])0]mlation  of  the  area.  'I'here  was  a satisfactory  fall  in  the 
Infant  ^forUdity  Bate,  t heie  being  five  infant  d(*aths  fewer 
than  in  the  ]irevious  year. 


I here  is  iiotliiiin-  spe(  i;il  to  re])oi  t in  l epiird  to  infectious 
(liseastts,  excei>t  thot  there  were  unfortunately  three  deaths 
from  nuMsIes.  Tlie  hipluu-  incidimce  of  the  disease  was 
seasonal. 


I am  a<iaiu  imhd)ted  to  the  Council  and  to  my  fellow 
officials  lor  their  helj)  and  co-o])ei-atioii  in  matters  relating'  to 
my  de])artment. 

‘I  am,  Cadies  and  (jentlemen, 

Tour  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  PALEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Ofhoer  of  Health  : 

JOHN  G.  PALEY,  M.U.C.S.,  L.R.c.n.,  d.p.h.  (Acadeniir  Lond.). 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

JOHN  GEOlil.E  -MIt)DLETON,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.i.P.H.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector : 

.1.  LAWRENCE  KEI.L,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Clerk  to  the  Ihihlic  Health  Department: 

MISS  ItOSI'LMARY  WAIKUE 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


A rea  ( acres ) — 110,1 18. 

lleo'istrar  Geneial’s  estimate  of  resident  jiopulation,  mid-A'car 
1048—17,130. 

Sum  re])resented  hy  a ])eiiny  rate — £2-)T. 

I'he  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  cortl  mining  and  stone 
quarrying. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 


liivE-liiKTiis.  ') 

Tlleg’itimat.e  ) 


Total 

Male 

iMMiiale 

( 1 dO 

1 8d 

800 

( 

( •» 

10 

Live-Biwth  ate — J7.!)  ])er  1,000  of  tlie  population. 

I'orTespondino-  rate  for  Kngland  and  Wales,  17.0,  and  for  148 
smaller  towns  (resident  ])opvdations  2o,000  i((  .')(), 000  at 
1081  Census),  10.2. 


Total  .Male  l^'emale 

Stii.t.-Bihttis.  Len'itiniate  ) ( Legit.  7 d 2 

) 8 ( 

Illegitimate  ) ( lllegit.  I 1 0 

Still-Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  ])o])nlation — 0,47. 

CoiTe.spondiug  Hate  for  Lngdaml  and  Wales,  0.42,  and  for  148 
smaller  towns,  0.48. 


Total  Male  Female 

De.aths.  282  111  121 


Death  Hate  per  1,000  of  the  popadation — 18. d. 
For  England  and  Wales — 10.8. 

For  148  Smaller  Town.s — 10.7. 


De.aths  of  Infants  tnder  1 Yeae. 

Total  

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  


Male.  I'einale 

d i 

d 7 


Death  Hate  of  Infants  tnoee  1 Yeae  of  Age. 

All  Infants  ]>er  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  80 

England  and  Wales  -84 

148  Smaller  Towns  82 

lyegitimate  Infants  ]>er  1,000  liegitimate  Live  Births  ...  41 

Illegitimate  Infants  jter  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhma  and  Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age  0 

Death  Hate  0 

England  and  Wale.s  8.8 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

T\vphoid  and  Paraty])hoid  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Cerehros])iual  h’ever  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

(1 

Whooping'  Cough  

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  of  l{es])i)atory  System 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 

< bher  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 

<■) 

o 

4 

Syhilitic  Diseases  

1 

0 

1 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Measles  

1 

2 

'> 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  A Polio-encei)haliti.s 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Infective  Ence])halitis 

0 

u 

0 

Cancer  (all  types)  

lb 

13 

28 

Dialietes  

0 

U 

0 

Intracranial  Vascxdar  i.esioiis 

21 

14 

3b 

Dealt  Diseases 

40 

36 

66 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatoiy  System 

4 

5 

9 

Bronchitis  

8 

14 

17 

Pneumonia  

3 

4 

t 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

o 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ... 

0 

1 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis  

1 

0 

1 

Other  DigestiA  c Diseases  

3 

2 

b 

Nephritis  

2 

3 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

0 

0 , 

0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

0 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  

0 

0 

0 

vSuicide  

0 

0 

0 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

2 

0 

2 

< »ther  Violent  Causes 

o 

1 

3 

All  other  causes  

14 

19 

33 

1 1 1 121  2M2 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

li A lio !<  AT( )K Y Facilities . 

A Central  Public  Ilealtli  liahoratuiA’.  controlled  by  a 
joint  committee,  representing’  the  County  ('ouiii’il  of  Tlurbam, 
I he  City  of  Newcastle,  aud  the  Coiiuty  Borouplis  of  Gateshead 
and  Tynemouth,  has  been  provided  to  assist  practitioners  in 
the  diaf>-nosis  of  di])htheiia.  enteric  fevei',  tubeicidosis.  and 
vetuM-eal  diseases,  etc. 

The  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Government  Puilding's, 
Ponteland  Load,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


A MDl  I.ANCB  F VCIIJ'I'IES. 

Upon  tlie  coniiiif^-  iuio  operation  on  the  otli  Julv  ot  the 
Xalional  Health  S(>rviees  Act,  reS])ousihility  tor  the  pro- 

vision of  anilmlance  facilities  was  taken  over  hy  the  Connty 
Council . 

One  full-time  amhulance  was  i)rovi(led  to  serve*  the  coui- 
hined  areas  of  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  and  Barnard 
Castle  IHiral  District,  exclndinp-  the  civil  jearkshes  of  Bolam, 
lOherley.  Evemvood  and  Barony,  Hainsterley,  and  Senitli  Bed- 
burn.  Tbe.se  pari.shes  are  served  by  ambnlances  included  in  the 
Bishoji  Auckland  area.  The  ambexlaiice  owned  by  the  Middle- 
t on-in-Teesdale  Anibidance  Association  is  also  available  on  an 
ayt'iicy  basis,  in  the  ui'ban  or  rural  district.  In  addition  theie 
is  an  ambulance  provided  by  the  Randolph  and  District 
Collieries  Welfare  Association,  which  is  available  to  sub- 
.scribers  and  their  families.  Provision  is  also  made  in  the 
dtAelo])ment  plan,  foi'  the  acquisition  ot  one  sitting-  case  car 
tor  the  area.  A sitting-  case  car  is  certainly  needed  since,  as  is 
stated  in  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  quarterly  report,  “a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  Avork  of  the  .service  is  concerned 
with  the  traus]iort  of  cases  attendinp'  hospitals  for  out-imtieiit 
treatment.'’ 

Home  XvKsixui. 

Under  >Section  2o  of  the  Xational  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  the  provision  of  a Home  Nursinp  Service  became  the 
responsibiltiy  of  the  liocal  Health  Authorities  as  from  the  5th 
•Tilly,  1948.  By  an  ag'reenient  concluded  by  the  Durham  County 
Nursing*  Association,  the  Durham  County  Council  have 
delegated  this  aspect  of  their  functions  to  the  Association, 
which  now  operates  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  This  arrangement  has  necessitated 
the  integTation  and  co-ordination  by  the  County  Nursing" 
Association  of  the  services  formerly  provided  by  individual 
district  nursing*  associations  and  the  transfer  of  administration 
to  the  County  Association. 

The  ai*rang*emeiits  whereby  the  domiciliary  midwife 
service  in  certain  areas  of  the  County  was  ])i'OA'ided  on  an 
agency  basis  by  district  nursing*  associations  are  continued 
under  Section  2-T  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  with 
the  County  Nursing*  Association  acting*  as  the  agent. 

Both  services  are  now  available  free  of  charge. 

In  this  area  the  folloiving*  districts  are  served  by 
resident  nurses  who  ])rovide  general,  midwifery  and  mateinity 


mii  siHO’  services  iu  their  districts,  viz iiutteikiioAvle,  ( 'ock- 
tiehl,  Eveinvood  and  Jtainsliaw,  Middletoii-in-Teesdale,  and 
iStaindi'op.  In  the  case  of  Ep-gdeston,  services  are  provided  hy 
the  North  Eiding*  of  Yorkshire  Comity  Nursing  Association. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  ('entres  administered  hy  the  Dnrliani 
Comity  Council  are  held  at  llutterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale,  iStaindrop,  and  AVitton  Park.  Teni])orary 
School  Clinics  are  provided  at  Eveinvood  C.E.  School  and 
Bntterknowle  County  School.  AA^eekly  sessions  are  held  at 
these  clinics  and  a doctor  attends  at  fortnightly  intervals  at 
the  Evenwood  Clinic. 

Hospitals,  Public  and  A'oluntary. 

(hses  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  hy  the  Soiith-AVest 
])urhani  llosiiital  Management  Committee.  The  Marwood 
lIos])ital,  situated  in  this  area  and  formerly  administered  hy 
the  Auckland,  Shildon  and  AA^illington  Toint  Hospital  Board, 
is  now  transferred  to  the  Darlington  administrative  area.  There 
are  no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  AYATEE.  Supplies  from  the  Tees  A'alley  AA'ater  Board 
and  the  Durham  County  AYater  Board  were  satisfactory  hoth 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  These  undertakings  supply 
the  greater  portions  of  the  Southern  and  Northern  jiarts  of  the 
district.  Systematic  hacteriological  examinations  of  water 
supplies  under  the  control  of  these  undertakings  are  made. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  follow- 
ing water  supjilies  controlled  hy  the  Council — viz:  Cockfield, 
AYoodlaiid,  Stainton.  AYa(d\erfield,  Newhiggin,  and  Aliddleton- 
in-Teesdale.  Satisfactory  reports  wene  received  with  the 
exception  of  those  relating  to  samples  taken  from  the  Aliddle- 
ton  and  Stainton  su])plies.  In  hoth  these  cases  there  was 
evidence  of  possible  contamination  from  oTganic  sources. 

Ml  DDLETON-IN  -TeESD AI.E. 

AYater  is  obtained  from  sjnings  at  (a)  Mailhetk,  (h) 
Cat  Level,  and  (c)  High  Shears. 

The  source  of  siq>]dy  known  as  the  Cat  Level  Springs  is 
collected  from  a disused  lead  mine  drift.  Although  watei'  from 
this  source  is  enclosed,  there  is  a likelihood  of  some  percolation 
of  surface  water  through  the  roof  of  the  gallery,  ]iarticularly 
near  the  entrance.  Arrangements  are  being  made  foi'  the 


iustalhitioii  of  a chloriuation  apparatus  for  tlie  Middlotou 
sui)])l\  tlioup'li  ilioso  ari'aiinenieiits  liavu  Jiol  yoi  l)eeii 
completed. 

SxKKATI.AM  AND  StaINTON. 

The  sii])])ly  is  obtained  fi'om  two  si)riiips,  the  water 
ludiip-  colleeted  into  a small  tank,  from  which  it  is  taken  into 
Staiiiton  ^ dlape  and  to  vaiions  adjoiniup'  properties.  A wind- 
mill pninj)  sii])i)lies  water  to  the  farm  at  Hedrick  Graiin'e.  Both 
sprinp’s  are  well  imponnded  and  the  tank  covered.  Further 
samples  of  this  sup])ly  are  beinp-  examimnl  and  the  matter  kept 
under  ol)servation. 

The  sprinps  snp])lyinp-  the  Cockfield  and  ‘Woodland 
nndei'takinp's  were  fenced  in  during'  the  year. 

BlI.DEKSH.AW. 

This  ai-ea  is  totally  lacking-  an  adequate  water  .supply. 
At  the  ])iesent  time  the  only  sources  of  supply  are  a small 
.spring-  and  a number  of  wells,  but  these  are  liable  to  fail  during* 
a i)eriod  of  drought.  The  C'ouncil  haA'e  approached  the  Durham 
County  ater  Board,  but  it  is  understood  that  eng-ineeriug 
difficulties  preclude  the  carrying-  out  of  a suitable  scheme  for 
the  present. 

Bolam  Village. 

An  extension  of  mains  from  Heighing-ton  via  Houghton- 
le-Side  to  siqiply  the  village  of  Bolam  was  made  during-  the 
year  1947.  The  work  comprised  the  laying-  of  7,140  yards  of 
4’'  X 3”  pipes. 

Complaints  were  received  during-  the  pre.sent  year  of 
intermittency  of  suj)]dy.  It  is  understood  that  proposals  have 
been  made  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Boai'd  to  improve  the 
supply  either  by  the  iirovision  of  one  or  more  storage  tanks  at 
an  eleA'ated  point  in  the  Aullag-e,  oi-  by  some  other  method. 

Mokley  Vili.age. 

During-  the  year  the  work  was  completed  of  an  extension 
of  the  Durham  Count>-  Water  Board’s  mains  between  Toft  Hill 
BeserA'oir  and  Hamsterley  Village  to  supply  this  A’illage. 

W ATEK  SllOKtt'AGE. 

Xo  shortage  occuired  during  the  year  in  any  part  of  the 
area  sup])lied  from  j)ublic  undertakings. 


Particulars  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains. 


Nniiibrr  of  Hon>e  supplied  from 
I’ublic  Water  .Mains 

Parish  Present  Esti-  Total  Number 

mated  Population  olllou-es  (a)  (bf 

L>irect  to  House  fly  star.d-pipe 


Evenwood  

driOb 

1148 

1117 

8 

Hamsterley 

-‘HI 

126 

78 

1 

Ijyiiesaf  k A Softley 

1 72!) 

582 

589 

() 

South  Bedbnrn 

22b 

66 





Ether)  eA  

2177 

861 

81 1 

2 

AVoodland  

852 

120 

114 

8 

Cleatiam  

83 

28 

24 

— 

(ja inford  

708 

288 

210 

11 

lleadlam  

88 

25 

28 

— 

Lano'ton  . . 

62 

oo 

19 

1 

Inp’ielon  

276 

106 

80 

10 

Staindrop  

1086 

862 

800 

2;l 

WestAvick 

()8 

21 

16 



AVhorlton  

192 

64 

42 

— 

Morton  Tinmonth  ... 

18 

6 





Langleydale  A Shotton 

109 

85 

11 

_ 

MarAvood  

281 

89 

81 



Eaby  A KeA’erstone 

177 

57 

6 

18 

Bolam  

82 

26 

18 

— 

Hilton  

59 

19 

— 

— 

Streatlam  A Stainton 

209 

72 

54 

— 

fockfield  

1 752 

622 

604 

9 

Egodeston  

501 

169 

— 

— 

Forest  A Frith 

825 

118 

oo 

8 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

1567 

586 

44(5 

58 

Xewbiggin 

257 

88 

17 

80 

AVackerfield  

88 

28 

20 

6 

AA^inston  

867 

120 

105 

1 

2.  DHAIXAGK  AND  SEWEEAGE. 

Staixduop.  a new  scheme  for  an  entirely  new  system 
lias  been  ajipiovetl  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  'I'his  scheme 
])i'ovi(jes  foi'  the  relaying-  of  new  sewers  to  the  nortli  and  stmth 
sides  of  the  villa^'e.  It  also  inclutles  the  provision  of  an  entii’e- 
ly  new  woi'ks,  involvini>‘  the  erection  of  a ]nini])in<i'  station, 
owui”'  to  low  levels.  This  work  was  atlvei'tiseil  for  contract 
])rices  for  acceptance  and  ajijnoval  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Mixston.  ( )winn'  to  tin'  A'er^'  batl  state  of  the  existing' 
sew  a<ie  tanks  at  AVinston,  the  Ministry  of  Health  aji'reed  to 


}>'ive  })iiority  to  this  work.  Messrs.  Ihiltoiirs  have  coiiimenoefl 
survey  woi  k tor  the  necessary  ])1aiis  to  he  drawn  up. 

As  h as  been  stated  in  previous  re])orts,  manj'^  ot  the 
(’ouucirs  works  ai'e  in  a had  state  of  disre])air.  In  particular, 
mention  must  Ite  made  of  the  works  at  New  Moors,  Even  wood, 
and  at  Middleton-in-Teesdale.  Urgent  repairs,  or  entiridy  new 
works,  are  needed  at  l)oth  these  sites. 


EIVEIIS  AND  STEEAMS. 

Tow  (fi-een  iMine.  It  is  understood  there  is  still  ptdlu- 
tion  of  the  river  Tees  fi'oin  this  mine,  hut  work  on  the  con- 
struction of  three  settling'  tanks  is  in  progress. 

Forceo'arth  IVhinstone  Qtiarries.  M^ork  on  the  new 
settling-  tanks,  started  over  two  vears  a<>(),  should  he  coniulett'd 
shortly. 


4.  PEIYY  (’UNYEESIUNS. 

Durino-  the  year  seventy-nine  applications  for  o-rants  for 
])rivy  conversions  were  made  and  approved  hy  the  Council. 
.\lthou<;h  this  fio-nie  indicates  an  increase  comjiared  with  the 
lue’vious  year,  I must  ])oint  out  that  there  are  still  over  8,000 
ash-closets  and  pail-closets  in  the  District.  It  is  to  he  hoped 
that  more  can  he  done  in  the  near  future  to  lessen  the  numher 
-of  thejje  unhyg  ienic  closets.  In  this  respect  it  is  satisfactory  to 
note  that  the  ( 'ouncil  has  now  decided  to  iiiciease  the  numher 
of  o-rants  jiayahle  for  this  purpose  u]i  to  one  hundred  a year, 
hut  at  this  rate  it  will  still  he  many  A ears  hefoi’e  an  appreciable 
improvement  can  he  made. 


5.  PEELIf'  CLEANSING. 


The  o'reater  part  of  the  aiea  is  covered  hy  direct  labour. 
Scaveno-ing-  is  undertaken  hy  Motor  Yehicles  (Karrier- 
Eantain).  One  small  ai'ea  which  is  not  suitable  foi'  motor 
transport  is  let  hy  contract.  A Ford  motor  truck,  previously 
on  hire  from  the  Durham  Couutv  fVdincil,  has  now  been  pur- 
<diased  as  an  additional  vehicle  hy  the  ('oum  il. 


Numher  of  Y agiins — 9. 
Number  of  full-time  employees 

Foreman-Mechanic  ... 
h’oreni all's  Assistant 

Fillers  

Drivers  


1 

1 

ti 


15 

•1  (2  owned  hy  the  Council, 
•3  rented). 


Numher  of  Garag'es- 
Scaveiig-ing-  Areas — T. 


Tohil  number  of  cleaiisinos  carried  out  dui  inc'  ihe  year  2\1  ,()h^ 

d'olal  number  of  loads  caiaied  4,560 

Kstimated  mileage  run  by  vehicles  35,656 

A weekly  clearance  is  made  of  ash  bins  and  closets,  with 
the  exception  of  ihe  village  of  Morley,  where  clearances  are 
made  every  fortnight. 

Sanction  has  now  been  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  the_  construction  of  a new  garage  in  Cockfield  to  house 
eiglil  vehicles  togethei  with  stores  and  repairs  section.  It  is 
hoped  that  building  v ill  be  commenced  in  the  new  year. 


6.  SANITAllY  IXSPhX'TKJN  OF  THE  AREA. 


Following  is  a summar\'  of  tlie  woik  done 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year  1948 

in  the 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

dumber  of 
Inforntal 
written 
Notices  by 
Inspector 

Number  of 
Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  of 
Authority 

Number  of 
Nuisances 
abated  after 
Notice 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools: 

Foul  Coiiditions 

— 

— . 

— 

Structural  Defects  

66 

9 

54 

Overcrowding  

_ 

— 

Lodging-houses  



— 

— 

Dailies  and  Milkshops  

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  

— 

— 

— 

Bakehouses  

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses  

— 

— 

— 

Ash])its  and  Privies 

15 

— 

12 

De])o.sits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ... 

— 

— 

— 

AYaterclosets  

— 

— 

— 

Defective  Yard  Paving  

— 

— 

— 

House  Drainage : 

Defective  Taps  

— 

— 

— 

Xo  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

— 

— 



( tther  Faults  

25 

2 

20 

"Water  Supply ; 

20 

1 

18 

Pigsties  

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Offensive  Trades  

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Xuisances  

— 

^ — 

— 

Other  Xuisiances  

— 

— 

— 

Refus(>  Accommodation 

23 

— 

19 

Verminous  Premises  

2 

— 

o 

Watercourses  

2 

— 

o 

Dangerous  Buildings  

— 

1 

— 

Tot;Js  .... 

153 

13 

127 

IT.  AVATEH.  E(H)])  AAl)  DlJrdS. 


No. 

15 


Saiuplos  of  AVater  taken  for  Analysis  

Samples  of  AA'ater  foinleinned  as  nnfif  for  use 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Uood  

Couvic-tioiis  for  exposing'  or  selling  T'nwholesome  Food 
Samples  of  Food  and  Dru^s  taken  for  Analysis 
Sam])les  of  Food  and  Dnips  found  Adidterated 

III.  FFFCAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE. 

liots  of  Infectious  Bedding’  stoved  or  destroyed  ...  36 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infections  Disease  36 

Schools  do.  do.  ...  — 

Pro  seditious  for  e.xposures  of  infected  persons  or  things  — 
Convictions  tor  do.  do.  do.  ...  — 

lA'.  GENEEAL. 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Ash-closets — 


Do.  do.  AA'ater-closets  — 

Ash-closets  do.  do.  95 

Total  number  of  AA’ater-closets  in  District  2221 

Do.  Ash-closets  df>.  ....  ...  3182 

Do.  Ash-pit  privies  do.  35 

Do.  Pail  Closets  do.  95 


Statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department. 


(^las-ilication. 

GENEEAL  SANITATION. 

Xo.  ol  ' 

Drainage  

192 

AA'ater  Supply  

64 

Eefuse  Collection  and  Disixrsal 

55 

Eats  and  Alice  

17 

Aliscellaiieous  

932 

B.  IIOIJSIKG. 

ITndkt?  J’ujiMc  Hkalth  Acts. 

No.  of  Houses  Ijispectecl 

Visits  to  above  Houses 

TTndek  HoT'Sing  Acts. 

Ab).  of  Houses  Insiiected 

Visits  to  above  Houses 

VeKiMINOUS  Phemises. 

No.  of  Jlouses  Tiispeeted  ... 

Miseell  aueous  Housing-  Visits  ... 

C.  INFECTIOUS  mSEASES  ... 

H . MEAT  AND  FOOD  I N SUECTI  ( » N . 

Cowsheds  

Miscellaneous  


()4b 

281 


1 


70 


120 

l(i:5 


Total  ...  2, bid 


7.  DISINFESTATION. 

Destruction  oe  Hats  and  Mice. 

Mr.  Kell  writes  as  follows : — 

The  routine  work  of  maiuteuan.ee  treatment  of  sewer.s 
has  proceeded  during'  the  year.  Hesults  cannot  be  given, 
because  in  order  to  save  cost,  uo  inspection  is  made  after 
poisoning.  Sewage  works  and  refuse  tips  have  been  in.spected 
and  treated  where  necessary.  Hefuse  tips  do  not  remain  clear 
of  rats  for  long.  He-infestation  is  certain  in  time. 

Busiue.ss  premises  have  been  inspected  and  treated  on 
ten  occasions  during  the  year,  and  private  dwellings  on  seven 
occasions.  Some  excellent  results  have  been  obtained. 


8.  FA( 'TOBIES  ACT,  1987,  A 1948. 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  a.s 

; to  health 

(inclmling  ins])ections  made 

Sanitary  1 

nspector.' 

D. 

Xo.  on 

inspec- 

Written 

Piemises 

Hegister 

tions 

notices 

(i)  Fuclovies  ill  which  Sections 
1,  i and  (')  are  to  lie  en- 

forced liy  Local  Authorities 

11 

7 

U 

iii  Factories  no!  included  in  (i) 
in  which  .Section  7 is  enforced 

89 

‘A8 

4 

hy  tlie  Local  .Mitliority 

'I'otal  ...  ...  ... 

bO 

80 

4 

CASES  IN  AVlllCH  DEFECTS  AAHIHE  F( H^ND ; 

SANITAHY  CONAHINTENCES:  Tn.sutficient. 

Hemedicd,  4. 


4; 


HOUSING 


(lood  ])ro<iTess  was  made  din’inp-  the  year  in  ilie  housiiin- 
proo’ramme.  Ten  ont.  of  the  forty-three  houses  eompleted  and 
oceujiied  dnriiig-  the  year  were  Iniilt  hy  direct  lahoiir. 


Ministry  of  Health  Allocation  of  Houses. 

4th  March,  1948  80  houses. 

12th  Mav,  1948  20  ,, 

27th  Octol)er,  1948  ...  ...  80  ,, 

29th  Xov.,  1949,  Prn^iamme  (iO 

Distribution  of  Houses  built  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

I'ai 

fstaindro]) 

No.  of 
Houses 

10 

Ereuwood 

8 

Cockfiehl 

9 

Ino-leton 

10 

Gainford 

2 

Middleton 

— 

Etherley 

.. 

4 

All  three-bedroom  houses  except  ei^dit  at 

Staindrop, 

which  consist  of  two  4-house  blocks 

each  block  havin<>’  three 

8-bedroom  ho\ises  and  one  4-bedroom  house. 

Statement  of  Housing  Situation  at  end  of  1948. 

Houses  eoinjile’ed  & 

In  course  of 

Parisli.  uecii 

|)  ed  bv  dl-12-48. 

cnnsti-iiction 

Ilamsterley 

0 

— - 

.(k)pley 

8 

— 

Butterknowle 

4 

— 

Etherley 

16 

— 

Evenwood 

26 

24 

Cockfiehl 

ir» 

15 

Staindrop 

14 

12 

Ino'leton 

10 

6 

Middleton 

— 

12 

Gainfoi’d 

2 

10 

Totals  ... 

101 

79 

Dnrino-  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  an 
inspection  of  eighty  occupied  Council  houses.  In  their  report 
made  to  the  Housinp'  Committee  it  was  stated  that  of  the 
number  ins])ected  “siyty-niue  were  found  to  be  occu])ied  by 
satisfactory  tenants,  and  clean;  eio-ht  were  found  to  be  in  an 
untidy  state,  and  the  remainino-  three  dirty.”  These  fioures 


ore  not  uiisntisfactoiy,  when  it  is  realised  that  some  of  these 
tenants  were  ])revionsly  liviu<:>‘  under  conditions  in  which  it 
was  dithcult  to  maintain  decent  standards. 

Altliongh  tliere  are  not  sufficient  houses  to  justify  tlie 
appointment  of  a house  itroperty  manager,  it  should  he 
possihlo,  in  time,  hy  frequent  visits  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  County  Health  Visitors,  to  improve  the  stan- 
dards of  those  tenants  who  come  under  the  heading  of 
‘ hinsatisfactory 

Temporary  Dwellings. 

Four  timber  huts  situated  in  Coach  Itoad  V'ood  camp,. 
Staindrop,  are  now  in  occupation  b^  four  families.  Super- 
\-ision  of  these  huts  is  undertaken  bj'  the  Council  on  behalf  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  Each  hut  is  supplied  with  an  Elsan 
closet  and  dustbin  and  a standpipe  provides  water  for  all  the 
huts.  Kitchen  ranges  have  also  been  installed. 


Summary  of  Live  Applications  for  Council  Houses. 


Classification  of  Applicants 

Total  number 

Numbei’  of  applicants 

of  separate 

included  in  Col.  2 who 

families 

are  Agricultural  Workers 

(1) 

(2) 

AVithout  separate  homes 

126 

6 

"With  separatie'  homes 

289 

P2 

86b 

18 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  ST'PPTiY.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  118  pro- 
ducers holding  designated  licences,  an  increase  of  PJ  compared 


with  tlie  i)revious  year. 

T.T.  Milk  Licence  to  produce  and  bottle  ...  ...  ...  T 

T.T.  Alilk  Tncence  to  produce  only  ...  70 

Accredited  Milk  liicence  to  ])roduce  and  bottle  ...  ...  8 

Accredited  Alilk  Tjicence  to  ])roduce  only  ...  ...  88 


118 


Distribution  of  Milk  Producers  and  Retailers  in  the  District. 


Pari"li. 

. Kctailcis. 

Tnta 

Bedhurn  South 

27 

2 

29 

Bolam 

8 

— 

8 

Cleatlam 

1 

2 

9 

Cockfield 

10 

4 

14 

Effglestou 

27 

— 

27 

Etherlev 

20 

3 

23 

Evenwood  and  Barony 

.')8 

7 

65 

Forest  and  Frith 

39 

2 

41 

( jainf ord 

13 

14 

llamsterlev 

27 

— 

27 

lleadlain 

3 

1 

4 

Hilton 

10 

— 

10 

Ingdeton 

15 

— 

15 

liangleydale  and  Shotton 

17 

— 

17 

Lang’ton 

4 

— 

4 

Ijynesack  and  Softley 

72 

3 

^ 

1 0 

Harwood 

43 

2 

45 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

36 

2 

38 

Morton  Tinmouth 

2 

. - ■ 

2 

Newhig-giii-iu-Teesdale 

24 

■ . 

24 

Rahv  and  Keverstone 

8 

1 

9 

Staindrop 

16 

1 

17 

Streatlam  and  Stainton 

10 

1 

11 

"Wackerfield 

6 

6 

AVestwick 

7 

AVhoilton 

13 

13 

M’inston 

12 

12 

'Woodland 

25 

— 

25 

Totals  ... 

559 

32 

591 

Note. — 8o  nf  the  above  producers  also  retail  uiilk  iu  addition 
to  the  82  as  shown. 


Chemic.\i,  and  Bacteeioeogicae  Examination  of  Food). 

jlilk  supplies  only.  Samples  are  suhinitted  to  the  Agricul- 
tural Department,  King’s  College.  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

FOOD.  There  were  no  seizures  of  unwholesome  food  made, 
hut  numerous  articles  of  food  were  voluntarily  surrendered  as 
unfit 

ICE  (’BEAM  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Begulation,  1947.  There 
ai'e  4 Hetail-Manufactmers  and  0 Retailers  registered  in  the 
<listrict. 


MEAT.  A Yeterinary  Surgeon  has  ])een  appointed  under  the 
Pithlic  Healtli  (Meat)  Eeg-ulations,  1924.  A grant  is  made 
towards  his  salary  hy  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

On  1st  August  the  work  of  meat  inspection  in  tlie  area 
Avas  taken  over  hy  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appointed  during  the 
year  by  the  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  Council.  This 
officer  holds  the  special  qualification  recpiired  to  carry  out  meat 
inspections. 

Sl.\ughteeing. 

There  is  a centralised  Slaughter  House,  situated  in 
Barnard  Castle  and  seiwing  three  districts,  viz.,  Barnard 
Castle  Urban  and  Eural  Districts,  and  Startforth  Bural 
District. 


I append  a.  summary  of  the  Avork  carried  out  by  the  Meat 
Inspector  during  the  year : — 


Summary  for  the  period  1st  January,  1948,  to  31st  July,  1948. 


Ml 


Number  Killed 
and  Inspected 

Weight  Condemned 

Carcase  Meat 

Offal 

Cattle 

43.5 

10,662  lbs. 

5,233  lbs,. 

Calves 

66 

904  lbs. 

Sheep 

1 ,348 

485  lbs. 

Pips 

32 

34  lbs. 

ALSO  CONOEMNLD  174  lbs.  imported  frozen  beef 

7.'{  lbs.  canned  coined  beef 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

1st  August,  1948,  to  31st  December,  1948. 


Cattle 

exchidiiig 

t'ows 

('ows  Calvps 

Slieep 

and 

Lamb'; 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

577 

109  100 

2,1  13 

56 

Number  Inspected 

577 

109  100 

2,113 

55 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

5 

12  3 

21 

2 

Carcases  of  whicli  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

373  2 

44 

10 

. 

5% 

2.8% 

21.4% 

Tuberculosis  onl3' 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

4 16  _ 

— 

— 

90  — 

— 

1 

16%  — 

90/ 

^ /O 

The  above  table  does  not  p'ive  a true  picture  of  the 
animals  in  the  area. 


The  ailing  animals  in  the  area  are  sent  in  to  this 
.slaug'hter-house  and  are  included  above,  but  nu)st  of  the  fit 
animals  received  by  the  M.O.F.  through  the  local  collecting- 
ceiitjes  are  sent  elsewhere  for  slaug-hter. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

DllM  r^r  TTF>T{  T A ] Af  MFN I S ATION . 


As  :i  re.-^ull  of  the  coniiiio'  into  ojjeratioii,  ou  July  otli, 
of  ilie  Aafional  Health  Services  Act,  1940,  the  responsiliility 
for  the  pi'ovision  of  facilities  for  diphtheria  immunisation  was 
taken  over  entirely  hy  the  County  Council. 

Facilities  ])j-ovided  comprise,  in  this  area,  mainly  the 
Welfare  Centres  for  the  immunisation  of  children  aped  under 
o vears,  and  the  ])rivate  ]uactitioners  for  children  of  an^'  ap’e. 
Pa.\  ■ment  of  fees  to  ])ractitioners  is  made  hy  the  County 
Council  under  a scale  not  yet  decided  upon. 

It  is  hoped  that  in  addition  to  the  above  facilities, 
arranp-ements  may  he  made  in  the  future,  with  the  approval  of 
the  County  Education  Committee,  to  continue  to  carry  out 
imnninisation  of  children  at  the  schools  when  sufficient  num- 
hers  are  available  to  make  this  practicable. 

Propap’anda  in  the  case  of  children  under  •)  years  is  sent 
throup'h  the  post  at  eipdit  and  twelve  months,  from  the  County 
TTealth  Department.  There  are  also  frequent  reminders  piven 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  visit  the  homes  of  the  children 
concerned.  Parents  who  attend  at  the  school  medical  inspec- 
tions are  piven  advice  and  information  on  the  STibject  by  the 
assistant  school  medical  officer. 

Age  at  date  of  Total 

Final  Injection.  Under 

0-4  years.  5-1 1 years.  15 


Number  of  Children  who  completed 
a fidl  course  of  ])rimary  immunisa- 
tion in  the  authority's  area  in  the  six 
months  endinp  40th  June,  1948 

111 

44 

' 144 

Number  piven  I’einforcinp.  injection 
durinp  year  

72 

Number  of  Children  Avho  completed 
a full  course  of  ])i‘imary  immunisa- 
tion durinp  the  (|uarter  ended  41st 
December,  1948.  (From  the  County 
Medical  Officer’s  (jiiarterly  Peiiortsf 

49 

16 

65 

Nunihei'  piven  reiuforcinp  injection 

o 

Xo  cast's  of  clinical  di])lilliciia  occurred  in  ilic  disirict 
duniii^'  lire  ycai'.  although  five  siis])ected  cases  wt're  jioHfied. 
1 wo  of  these  w ere  clnldi't'ii  ayed  !f  and  2 yeais  ies])ectiv(']y.  Iii 
all  five  cases  the  diagutjsis  was  uot  sul)s<'([uentlv  confirmed 
after  removal  to  hospital. 


Xumlx'r  of  children  who  had  com])leted  a fidl  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  30th  .lune,  1948: — 


Age  i 

as  at  31 

-r2-48— 

i.e.. 

born  in 

year 

L'ndcr  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

,s 

6 

7 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1 94.S 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

— 

Gb 

143 

1‘2G 

140 

118 

148 

117 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1940 

1939 

1938 

1937 

1936 

193.S 

1934 

KiO 

ITU 

1G8 

1G5 

139 

12G 

147 

Children 

Children 

under  5 

5-14 

Total 

Jvsfimated  mid-vear  child 

])opulation,  1948 

137G 

2294 

3G70 

0 — 4 \ears  5 — 14  years 

Per.'  entage  of  (diild  popula- 
tion who  have  coupdeted 
a_  f ull  course  of  immunisa- 
tion   ...  ...  34  pe]’  cent.  (i3  per  cent. 

There  was  a further  small  increase  in  the  total  numht'r 
of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  the  notification  rate  being 
‘d.'dH  per  1,000  of  the  i)opulation  compaied  with  a rate  of  ‘2.0b 
tor  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  Kngland  and  Wales  was 
1 .T-')  per  1,000  ])0]mlation.  ^Lany  of  these  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
were  of  a mild  nature,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  this 
disease  has  become  i>rogressively  milder  in  character  dining 
the  ])ast  decades.  From  the  patients'  ])oint  of  view  it  is  not 
now-  necessary,  in  many  cases,  to  pi'ovide  hospital  treatment, 
l^nfortunateh’,  however,  it  is  often  difhcult  to  isolate  a jiatient 
at  home  owing  to  inade(|uate  accommodation,  and  for  this 
reason  many  cases  must  be  sent  to  hosjiifal  which  might  other- 
wise be  nursed  at  home.  Where  the  ])arents  or  other  lelatives 
are  concerned  in  milk  production,  it  is  always  desirable  to  have 
the  case  removed  to  hospital. 

T'liert'  w as  an  incri'ase  in  (he  incidi'iict'  of  hoi  h measles 
and  whooping  cough,  the  main  incidence  id  meash's  be,in<>'  at 
Middleton,  ('o(  kfiehl  and  Futteiknowle.  Three  death, s were 


lecordod  ;is  diu*  to  measles.  Two  f)i'  tliese  were 

teinale  (diildreii  a^-ed  seven  jiioiitlis  and  six  yeais  res])eetivel y, 
and  till'  tliii’d  case  was  a male  a^ed  4d  years,  who  snftered  from 
a seveie  form  of  tlie  diseasi*.  The  notification  rate  for  measles 
was  !().')  ])or  1,0()('  of  the  jmiudatiou  compared  with  a rate  of 
h.'‘»4  for  hiu<>land  ami  Wales,  ddie  notiitication  rate  foi'  whoo])- 
inp'  eouph  was  4.4  ]>er  1, 000  of  IIm'  pojiulatioii  comjiared  with  a 
rate  of  4.4t^  for  Knpland  and  Wales. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 
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Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  (confirmed)  in  age  groups. 
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TrHKK('rL()SlS. 


n was  not  toiind  iiecessaiy  to  take  any  action  under  tlie 
I’nhlic  Health  (I’revention  of  Tnhercidosis)  Keonlations. 
llt'do,  as  no  |)ei'son  ('iiuaoa'd  in  the  nnlk  ti’ade  was  notified  as 
>ntferino-  froiii  'rnheiculosis. 


New  Cases  (Form  A)  and  Mortality  during  1946. 


New  Cases.  Deatlis. 

l^erin.ls.  Respirator\'.  Non  Rcspiratoi'v.  Respiratory.  Non-Respirator\’ 
•M  F'  W F .\I  F .M  F 
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